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of Wellington recorded his amazement on realis-
ing that this earnest young man was genuinely
convinced that one day he would ascend the
throne as Emperor of the French.

In 1839 he published Des Idees Napoleoniennes,
one of his most skilful and effective pieces of
propaganda. Purporting to be an explanatory
account of his uncle's foreign and administrative
policy, it was in reality a pronouncement of his
own - or rather of a programme which he antici-
pated would gain adherents to his cause. Herein
he depicted Napoleonic theories as reconciling
order with liberty, and the rights of the people
with the principles of authority. He presented a
copy of this work to Lord Lytton (then Edward
Bulwer), who described it as " the book of a very
able mind." Lytton had appraised the prince's
character to a nicety-in describing it, he con-
cluded : " Above all, he has that intense faith in
his own destiny with which men rarely fail of
achieving something great." That faith in his
destiny was about to be put to a second test - with
results that would have shattered the faith of any
but a Louis Napoleon.

During his sojourn in England, the prince and
his partisans had organised a propaganda cam-
paign of considerable magnitude, particularly
within the ranks of the French Army, and by the
summer of 1840 it seemed to them that conditions